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The powder in fhot, being dilated into fuch a flame as cn- 
dureth not comprcffiom, rr.ovcth likewife in round, the flame 
being in the nature of a liquid body, fometimes recoiling. 

Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 
Tears are the crfefts of the comprcffion of the moifture of 
the brain, upon dilatation of the fpirits. Bacon's Nat. HJf. 

He that fhall find out an hypothefis, by which water may 
be fo rare, and yet not be capable of compreffon by force, 
may doubtlcis, by the fame hypothefis, make gold and water, 
and all other bodies, as much rarer as he pleafes ; fo that light 

^ may find a ready paflage through tranfparent fubflances. Neivt. 

Compre'ssure. n f. [from comprefs.] The aft or force cd the 
body prefling againft another. 

We tried whether heat would, notwith (landing fo forcible 
a comprejfurc, dilate it. Boyles Spring of the Air. 

To Compri'nt. v. n. [, comprimere , Latin.] 

The word properly lignifics to print together; but it is 
commonly taken, in law, for the deceitful printing of another’s 
copy or book, to the prejudice of the rightful proprietor. 

Phillips's World of Words. 

To Comprise, v. a. [comfrcndre compris, French ] To con- 
tain ; to comprehend ; to include. 

The neceflity of fhortnefs caufeth men to cut off imperti- 
nent difeourfes, and to comprife much matter in few words. 

Hooker , h. v. fe£l. 3?. 
Do they not, under doftrine, comprehend the fame that we 
intend by matters of faith ? Do not they, under difcipline, 
comprife the regimen of the church ? Hooker , h.ni.f 3 . 

T is the polluted love that multiplies ; 

But friendfhip does two fouls in one comprife. Rofcommon. 

Com probation, n.f [comprobo, Latin.] Proof; atteftation. 
That is only eftcemeii a legal teftimony which receives corn- 
probation from the mouths of at lead two witnefles. Brown. 

COMPROMISE, n.f. [ compromiffum , Latin.] 

r . Compromife is a mutual promife of two or more parties at dif- 
ference, to refer the ending of their controvcrfies to the arbi- 
trement or equity of one or more arbitrators. Cowel. 

2. A conipaft or bargain, in which fome conceflions are made 
on each fide. 

Wars have not wafted it; for warr’d he hath not; 

But bafely yielded, upon compromife. 

That which his anceftors atchiev’d with blows. Sh. Rich. If. 

To Co'mpromise. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To compound ; to adjuft a compact by mutual conceflions; 
as, they compromifed the affair at a middle rate. 

2. In Sbakefpeare it means, unufually, to accord ; to agree. 

Laban and himfelf were compromis'd. 

That all the yearlings, which were ftreak’d and pied, 

Should fall as Jacob's hire. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Compromisso'rial. adj. [from compromife.'] Relating to a 
compromife. 

Comprovincial, n.f. [from con and provincial.] Eelonging 
to the fame province. 

At the confecration of an archbifliop, all his comprovincials 
ought to give their attendance. Ayliffe's Parergon. 

COMPT. n.f. [compte, Fr. computus, Lat.] Account; com- 
pulation ; reckonihg. 

Your fervants ever 

Have theirs, themfelves, and what is theirs, in compt. 

To make their audit at your highnefs’ pleafure. 

Still to return your own. Shakefp. King John. 

To Compt. v. a. [ compter , French.] To compute; to num- 
ber. We now ufc To Count, which fee. 

Co'mptibLE. adj. [from compt.] Accountable; refponfiblc; 
ready to give account ; fubjeft ; fubmiflivc. 

Good beauties, let me fuftain my fcorn ; I am very comptible 
even to the lead finiftcr ufage. Shakefp. 

To COMPTRO'LL. v.a. '[This word is written by fome 
authors, who did not attend to the etymology, for contrail ; 
and fome of its derivatives arc written in the fame manner.] 
To controll ; to over-rule ; to oppofe. 

Comptroller, n.f [from comptroll.] Direftor; fupervifor; 
fuperior intendent; governonr. 

This night ho makes a fupper, and a great one. 

To many lords and ladies: 

1 was fpoke too, with Sir Henry Guilford, 

This night to be comptrollers. Sbakef Henry VIII. 

The comptrollers of vulgar opinions pretend to find out fuch 
a Similitude in fome kind of baboons. Temple • 
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And terms compulfatory, thofc ’fbrelaid lands 
So by his father loft. ShakePear,'. 1: j 1 

Compu'lsion. n.f. [compulfio, Latin.] ‘ han &- 

1 ' a'lm^ Colni ’ cilm o to fomething; force; violence of the 

If rcafons were as plenty as blackberries, I would aive no 
man a reafon on compulfun. Sbakefpeare' s Henry lV p i 
1 houghts, whither have ye led me ! with that fweet * 
Coinpulfon thus tranfported. Milton's Paradife Lo/t, b. i x . 

Such fweet compulfun doth in mufick lye. 

To lull the daughters of necefiitv. Milton 

2. 1 he (late of being compelled ; violence differed. 

Compulf.on is in an agent capable of volition, when the 
beginning or continuation of any aclion is contrary to the 
preference of his mind. ' i 0c ^ 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear. 

With what compulfun and laborious flight 
W c funk thus low l Mi. ton's Paradife Lojl , b. ii J. g 0 . 

This faculty is free from compulfun, and lo fpontaneous, 
and free from determination by the particular object. Hale. 

Pofiibly there were others who aflilled Harold, partly out of 
fear and compulfun. Hale on Common Law. 

CompuLsive. adj. [from eompufer, Fr. comfuijus, Latin.] 
Having the power to compel ; forcible. 

The Danube, vaft and deep. 

Supreme of rivers, to the frightful brink. 

Urg’d by compulfive arms, foon as they reach’d, 

New terror chill’d their veins. Phillips. 

The clergy would be glad to recover their dues by a more 


Swift. 
by vio- 


Force ; compulfion. 
In a compulfory cr 


My fates permit me not from hence to fly ; 

Nor he, the great comptroller of the fley. Dryaen 7 er.m,>. 

ComptRo'llership. n. f [from comptroller.] Superinten- 
dence. 

The gayle for ftannery-caufes is annexed to the comptroUcr- 
[hlp * Carew's Survey of Cornwal. 

CoMPu'lsativfly. adv. [from compulfatory.] With force; 
by conftraint. . Clariffa. 

Compu'lsator y. n.f. [from compulfor, Latin.] Having tie 
force of compelling ; coaftivt. 

Which is no other 

But tp recover from us by ftrong hand. 


fliort and compulfive method. 

CompuLsively. adv. [from compulfive.] By force; 
lence. 

CompuLsiveness. n.f [from compulfive ] 

Compu'lsorily. adv. [from compuljory.] 
forcible manner ; by force ; by violence. 

To fay that the better deferver hath fuch right to govern, 
as he may compufrily bring under the lefs worthy, is idle. Bac. 

CompuLsoRY. aelj. [compuljiire, French.] Having the power 
of neceflitating or compelling. 

He erreth in this, to think that actions, proceeding from 
fear, are properly compulfory aftions ; which, in truth, are not 
only voluntary, but free aftions ; neither compelled, nor fo 
much as phyfically ncceflitatcd. Brand), againjl H bis. 

Kindly it would be taken to comply with a patent, al- 
though not compulfory. Swift. 

COMPU'NCTION. n.f [componElion, Fr. from pungo pur.eh.in, 
to prick, Latin.] 

1. The power of pricking; flimulation; irritation. 

This is that acid and piercing fpirit, which, with fuch ac- 
tivity and compunction, invadeth the brains and noftrils of thofe 
that receive it. Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b vi. c. 1 1. 

2. The (late of being pricked by the confcience ; repentance ; 
contrition. 

He acknowledged his difloyalty to the king, wi h expreflions 
of great compunction. Clarendon. 

Compu'nctjous. adj. [from compunction.] Repentant; forrow- 
ful ; tender. 

Stop up tli’ accefs and paflage to remorfe, 

That no compunctious vifltings of nature 

Shake my fell purpofe. Sbakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

Compu'nctive. adj. [from compunction.] Caufing remorfe. 

Compurg a'tion. n.f. [esmpurgatio, Latin.] 'I he practice of 
juftifying any man’s veracity by the teftimony of another. 

Compurg aTor. n.f. [Latin.] One who bears his tefti- 
mony to the credibility of another. 

Tlie next quarry, or chalk-pit, will give abundant attefta- 
tion : thefe are fo obvious, that I need not be far to leak tor a 
compurgator. kb oodward s Hatural Hijlory. 

Computable, adj. [from compute.] Capable of being num- 
bered or computed. 

If, inftcad of twenty-four letters, there were twenty-four 
millions, as thofc twenty-four millions arc a finite number ; 
fo would all combinations thereof be finite, though not eafilv 
computable by arithmctick. Hale's Origin f Mar.kmu. 

Computation, n f. [from compute.] 

1. The act of reckoning; calculation. 

My princely father 

Then, by juft computation of the time, 

Found that the ifl’ue was not his. Shakef. Ricnard 11 . 

2. The fum collefted or fettled by calculation. 

We pafs for women of fifty: many additional years are 
thrown into female computations of this nature. AddiJ . Gun, inn. 

To COMPUTE, v.a. [compute, Latin.] To reckon; to cal- 
culate; to number ; to count. . 

Compute bow much water would be requifite to lay tne 
earth under water. Burnet s Theory of the 

Where they did compute by weeks, yet iiiil the } 
meafured by months. . HI. nr . n 

Alas ! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 

Compute the morn and e\ ’ning to the day ; 

The whole amount of that enormous fame, 

A tale that blend- their glory with their ttaTO ’ c 5 J* 
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Compu'te. n.f [computus, Lat.] Computation; talculattort. 
CompuTer. n . J . [from compute . J Reckoner; accountant; 
calculator. 

The kalendars of thefe computers, and the accounts of thefe 
days, are different. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. vi. c. 4. 

I have known fome fuch ill computers, as to imagine the 
many millions hillocks fo much real wealth. Sivift. 

Co'MPUTMT. ti. f. [computijle , Fr. ] Calculator; one (killed 
in the art of numbers or computation. 

The trealiirer was a wife man, and a drift computijl. Wotton. 
Wc conceive we have a year in three hundred and fixty-ftve 
days exaft : ce/r.p .tijis tell us, that we cfcape fix hours. Brown. 
Co'Mradf. n f. [carnerade, Fr. from camera , a chamber, one 
that lodges in the fame chamber, contubernio fruitur .] 

X. One who dwells in the fame houfe or chamber. 

Rather I abjure all roofs, and chufe 
To be a comrade with the wolf and oWl. Shakefp. K. Lear. 
2. A companion ; a partner in any labour or danger. 

He permitted them 

1 o put out both thine eyes, and fetter’d fend thee 
Into the common prifon, there to grind 
Among the (laves and aftes, thy comrades. 

As good for nothing clfe. MUto/t's Aganijles, l. 1159. 

A footman, being newly married, defired his comrade to tell 
him freely what the town faid of it. Sivift. 

Con. A Latin infi-parable prepofition, which, at the beginning 
of words, fignifies union or afl’oeiation ; as concourfe , a running 
together ; to conve 7 ie, to come together. 

Con. [abbreviated from contra , againft, Lat.] A cant word for 
one who is on the negative fide of a queftion ; as the pros and 
cons . 

To CON. v. a. [connan. Sax. to know ; as in Chaucer, Old 
toymen carmen mochil t hinge ; that is, Old women have much 
knowledge.] 

1. To know. 

Of mufes, Hobbipol, I coitiie no (kill 
Enough to me to paint out rrly unreft. Spenfer’s Pajlorals. 

2. To (ludy ; to commit to memory; to fix in the mind. It is 
a word now little in ufe, except in ludicrous language. 

\ ou are full of pretty anfwers : have you not been ac- 
quainted with goldfmiths wives, arid conn'd them out of rings. 

1 Sbakefpeare' s As you like it. 
Here arc your parts ; and I am to intreat you to con them 
by to-morrow night. Shakef. Midfummer Night's Dream. 

Our underftanding cannot in this body arrive fo clearly to 
the knowledge of God, and things invifible, as by orderly 
conning over the vifible and inferior creatures. Milton. 

Shew it him written ; and, having the other alfo written in 
file paper, (hew him that, after he has conn'd thefirft, and re- 
quire it of him. Holder's Elements of Speech. 

I he books of which I’m chiefly fond, 

Art fuch as you have whilom conn’d. Prior. 

All this whilejohn had conn'd Over filch a catalogue of hard 
words, as were enough to conjure up die devil. ° Arbuthnot. 

3. To Con thanks ; an old exprelflon for to thank. It is the 
fame with f avoir gr'e. 

t- }• v T, ,' 1 °, .ll 1 a n k 5 f° rt ’ ‘ n l ^ e nature he delivers it. Shak. 
lo CONCA MERATE v.a. [concamero, Lat.] To arch 
over; to vault; to lay colicavc over. 

. ° f thc u PP cr teak, an inch and a half confiftcth of one 
concennerated bone, bended downwards, and toothed as the 

r ° thcr ’ . Gre.u's Mufeirn. 

Loncamera ti °n-. n.f [from ctmcamerate.] Arch; vault. 

W hat a romance is thc (lory of thofe impoflible concamera- 

T ° f f ?J id ° rbs ? G/ «™Ms Scepf. 

1 S ONUAIENA 1 E. v.a. [from catena, Lat. a chain.] 
i o link together; to unite in a fucceflive order. 
Concatenation n.f. [from concatenate.] A fefies of links • 
an uninterrupted unvariable fucceflion. 

The ftoicks affirmed a fatal, unchangeable concatenation 
of caufes, reaching even to the elicit acts of man’s will. 

e r„^ w [from — j •"« 

WJICA'YE adj. [concavus, Latin ] 

’’ f f fo,low w 'Aout angles; as, thc inner furface of an egzfl.elL 
theinner curve of an arch : oppofed to convex. &S ' 

S^eat fragments falling hollow, inclofed under their 
z. hXJ? greatdCalof air - Gurnet's Theory of the Earth. 

>' ou not made an univerfal fhout, 

•Hat 1 y her trembled underneath his banks, 
i o hear the replication of your founds 
Made in his concave (hones ? Sbakefpeare' s Julius Co-far 
n VCnty m ,OVC ’ 1 do ^ink him as ej ave 

CONCA'VENHSS °L r f Zr n mit 1 ' U fp - As )QU lik< tU 
Conca'vitv ; rfr [ ,rom Hollow nefs. Di£I. 

furfa " ah »'- 

fite nSft ^ ^ ° f thcfc fhc,,s with that exqui- 

can ever poffibly reprefou’ tlTe C " nUl - Cd a " J , ca(l in a mould, 
Vol. I. y P U the c0,,caw y of that mould with 
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greater exaftr.cfs than thefe flints 


fhells, wherein they were moulded. 

Concavo-concave, ad Concave or hollow on both (ides 


do the concavities of the 
Woodw, Natural Hijlory ■ 


With hollowncfs ; in 
internal furface of a hollow 


Concavo-convex, adj. [from concave and convex.] Concave 
One wav, and convex thc other. 

I procured Therefore another concavo-convex plate of glafi* 
ground on both fidcs to the fame fphere with the former pldte. 

Newton's Opticks. 

A concavo-convex pentangular p!?.n J , part of a (hell that be- 
longs to the entrochus. // oodward on hofftl". 

Cc/nca vo Us. adj. [concavus, Latin.] Concave; hollow with- 
out angles. 

Ct/\c avously. adv. [from concavoits.] 
fuch a manner as diicovcrs the inter 
fphere. 

The dolphin that carrieth Arion is eoncavcufy inverted, 
and hath its (pine deprefled. Brum's Vulgar Errours, b. v. 
To CONCEAL, v.a. [concelo, I.atin. ) To hide; to keep 
fccret; not to divulge; to cover; not to deteft. 

He oft’ finds med’eine, who his grief imparts ; 

But double griefs afflict concealing hearts. Fairy JF.-een, l. i. 

Come, Catefby, thou art fworn 
As deeply to effect what we intend. 

As elofely to conceal what We impart. Shakefp. Richard Ilf* 
Ulyfies hirtifelf adds, he was the mod eloquent and the 
mod filent of men : he knew that a word fpoke never wrought 
fo much good as a word concedled. Broome's Notes on the Odyffcj. 

There is but one way I know of converfing fafely with all 
men, that is, not by concealing what we fay or do, but bv fay- 
ing or doing nothing that deferves to be concealed. Pope. 
Conce'alable. adj. [from conceal] Capable of being con- 
cealed ; poflible to be kept fccret, or hid. 

Returning a lye unto his Maker, and prefuming to put oft* 
the fearcher of hearts, he denied the oiunifciency of God, 
whereunto there is nothing concealab/e. Brown's Viilg. Errours. 
Conce'aLedness. n.f. [from conceal.] The ftate of being 
concealed; privacy; obfcurity. Diet. 

Conce'aler. n.f. [from conceal.] He that conceals any thing. 
They were to undergo the penalty of forger., and the con- 
cealer of the crime was equally guilty. 

CoNge'alment. n.f. [from conceal.] 

1. The aft of hiding; feerefy. 

She never told her love; 

But let concealment, like a worm in the bud. 

Feed on her damafle cheek. Sbakefpeare' s Twelfth Night. 

He is a worthy gentleman, 

Exceedingly well read, and profited 
In ftrange concealment!. Shakefpeare's Henry IV. p. I. 

Though few own fuch fentiments, yet this concealment de- 
rives rather from the fear of man than of any Being above. 

... . Glanvi/le's Scepf. Prefix*. 

2. The ftate of being hid ; privacy ; delitefcencc. 

A perfon of great abilities is zealous for the good of man-< 
kind, and as folicitous for thc concealment as thc performance 
of illuftrious aftions. Addi fan's Freeholder , N». 33. 

3. Hiding place; retreat; cover; Iheltcr. 

The choice of this holy name, as thc mod effeftual coneeal- 
ment of a wicked defign, fuppofis 'mankind fatisfied that no- 
thing but what is juft is direfted by thc principles of it. Rogers. 

The deft tree 

O frets its kind concealment to a few ; 

Their food its infects, and its mofs their nefts. Thomfo/t 
To CONCEDE. V . a. [concede, Latin.] To yield ; to admit \ 
to grant ; to let pafs undiluted. 

1 his muft not be conceded without limitation. Boric. 

1 he atheift, if you do but concede to him that fortune may 
be an agent, doth prefume himfelf fafe and invulnerable. 

CONCETT. n.f. [concept, French ; concept us, Latin!] 

1. Conception; thought; idea; image in thc mind. 

Here thc very fhepherds have their fancies lifted to fo hioft 

C ° nce,U ' f , thc of other nations are content both to 

borrow their names and imitate their cunning. Sidney 

Impoflible it was, that ever theit will IhouTd chanee or in- 
cline to remit any part of their duty, without fome obieft 
having force to avert their c nceit from God. Hooker b 1 
His grace looks chearfully and fmooth this mornin* - 
1 here s fome conceit , or other, likes him well, 

VV hen that he bids good-morrow with fuch fpirit. Shakef * 

_ , ll ' aUgh ! n S th f 5 e y e f Prccedeth a conceit of fomewhat ridi- 

2 T Tn V n ^' her 0rC , lt V s pmpcr to man * Bann ' s Hat. Hi /7 

2. Lndtrftanding; readinefsot apprehenfion. •' * 

How often, alas ! did her eyes fay unto me, that they loved > 
feerct than that it can be difeerned by every man’s ‘Sni* 0 ” 

Ce “i (SftTrSS o C f CPCr di L COUrfc :ind j ud sment Ti. 

admired. f a qU ‘ Mt m judgment, aid fhall bo 

IJ'ifd. viii. 
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